Service for the
Lord's Day

First Presbyterian Church
Aiken, South Carolina
February 21, 2021
1st Sunday in Lent

GATHERING
Chiming of the Hour
Welcome & Announcements		
Call to Worship		
One: People of the covenant:
		 God does not remember us according to our sins and transgressions.
All: God remembers us according to God’s own steadfast love!
One: The God of our salvation teaches us right paths and leads us in truth.
All: All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness;
		 we put our trust in God.
Gathering Music

Forty Days and Forty Nights
prayed silently
Forty days and forty nights
you were fasting in the wild,
forty days and forty nights
tempted, and yet undefiled.
Keep, O keep us, Savior dear,
ever constant by your side,
that with you we may appear
at the eternal Eastertide.

Call to Confession

Please rise in body or spirit.

aus der tiefe rufe ich

Prayer of Confession		
God of mercy,
we begin this Lenten season in confession.
We do not live according to your ways,
but according to our own.
We condone violence,
participate in systems of injustice,
and use power to our own advantage
at the expense of others.
Forgive us, we pray,
when we are tempted to follow paths
other than those you set before us.
In covenantal love, remember us, we pray,
and be for us, once more and always,
an ark of safety and new life.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
(silence for personal prayer and reflection)
Assurance of Pardon
(11:00) Preschool Sunday Celebration		
Presentation of Mary Hunter Award
Remarks by Mary Maddrey, Preschool Director
Special Music
			

He's Got the Whole World in His Hands
Come and Praise the Lord

3K Preschool Students
4K Preschool Students

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lesson
Sermon

Genesis 9:8-17
"I will remember"

The Rev. Dr. Brian Coulter

RESPONDING
Silent Reflection
Musical Response

Will You Come and Follow Me

kelvingrove

The first four stanzas of this ballad-like hymn are understood to be
in the voice of Christ, with the fifth reflecting the individual singer's
response. Created for this traditional Scottish tune, the text was
written to mark the conclusion of a youth volunteer's time of ministry.
Affirmation of Faith 		
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Concerns and Celebrations
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Offering
Financial offerings can be placed in the plates as you exit or given online.
Offertory Music

The Butterfly Song

Kindergarten Students

Prayer of Dedication

SENDING
Invitation to Discipleship
Benediction
Voluntary

Prelude in G Major
Please remain seated until an usher dismisses your pew.

Bach

Statement of Welcome
As a community of those who are actively seeking ways to continue:
… writing a new chapter in an old story …
First Presbyterian Church of Aiken extends a simple and unqualified welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who seek
to join us. We affirm that there can be no exclusiveness within the body of Christ, and therefore we invite all
children of God into our worship, study, mission, and fellowship as we together seek ways to live in grace and
respond with gratitude.

Worship Notes
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory
of God by Karalee Kludzuweit and in loving memory of
her husband Ron.

Visiting Parents: Our Children's Wing is currently closed,
and childcare is not available at this time. We apologize for
any inconvenience.

Our assisted hearing receivers are not available at this time.
We apologize for the inconvenience.

Worship Packets are available in the narthex for children
through 5th grade. Please take one per child, and take it
home with you after worship.
Sanitation: Our building is sanitized by B & T Janitorial
Service.

Announcements
Lent in Plain Sight Sunday School Class — God is
often at work through the ordinary: ordinary people,
ordinary objects, ordinary grace. Through the ordinary,
God communicates epiphanies, salvation, revelation, and
reconciliation. Author Jill Duffield draws readers’ attention
to ordinary objects that Jesus would have encountered
on his way to Jerusalem. Join us for at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall and via Zoom. The Zoom link will be sent
via email.
Devotionals for Lent — These devotions written by
Roger Gench, Presbyterian pastor and author, provide
an opportunity to take on a new spiritual discipline.
Throughout the season of Lent, you will be invited to pray
with one passage from Scripture each day and prompted to
reflect on what it discloses to you about movement toward
God and movement away from God in your life. Each week,
these will be sent out via email. You may also pick up a copy
as you exit.

Lent in a Bag — Lent in a Bag is an interactive devotional
for all ages focusing on a particular object each week. Items
in the devotional correspond with items from Lent in Plain
Sight by Jill Duffield. They are available in the narthex.
Family Trivia Night — Join us for fellowship and fun
today! Families with 4 year olds - 5th graders will meet at
3:30 p.m., and middle & high school families will meet at
6:00 p.m. Come together with your knowledge base (no
googling allowed!) for a time of trivia! We will be using the
Kahoot app for the trivia questions. The winning family will
earn a pizza delivery! The Zoom links will be sent via email.
Contributions for ACTS — During February, we are
collecting complete canned meals (e.g. beef stew). Looking
ahead, March's item is soap (dish, bath, and laundry).
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Preschool Sunday
February 21, 2021

Today is Preschool Sunday at First Presbyterian Church! We are grateful for
the children and families’ participation in our Preschool program and to the
directors and teachers who make this program possible:
Mary Maddrey
Chris McDanel
Margie Taylor
Kim Bussey
Susan Edwards
Lauren Castro
Monica Moore
Valerie Zielinski
Katie Kucharski
Amanda Derico
Sharon Yapoujian
Lori Toole
Dalyn Farr
Patty Edel
Miranda Anderson
Megan Coulter
Lisa Welsh

Preschool Staff

Preschool Director
Assistant Director
Early Riser/Infant Teacher
Toddler Teacher
Toddler/ 2 yr. Teacher
Toddler Teacher
2 yr. Teacher
2 yr. Teacher
2 yr. Teacher
Floater, 3 yr. old lunchroom
4 yr. old lunchroom
3 yr. Teacher
3 yr. Teacher
4 yr. Teacher
4 yr. Teacher
5K Teacher
5K Assistant

https://www.32auctions.com/1stpresbyterianpreschool

